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European Parliament – Draft report from Mr Pirillo (COMENVI – responsible)
The draft Report by Mario Pirillo MEP on the Official Controls proposal has been published: Click HERE
It is available also in other languages on the following web-page (just choose the language you wish): http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/draft-reports.html . 

The main changes to the Commission's proposal on official controls and other official activities are: 

1.
Harmonisation of frequency of controls: 

-
The Rapporteur suggests that delegated acts set out a harmonised minimum frequency for carrying out official controls, different for each product, process or activity and based on risk (amendment [am] 12).

2.
On mandatory fees: 

-
The first amendment aims at ensuring that the cost recovery is not for the full expenses but a co-financing (am 38)

-
Then the rapporteur suggests exemption of payment of mandatory fees for official controls in the primary production sector – am. 39 - (primary production’ means the production, rearing or growing of primary products including harvesting, milking and farmed animal production prior to slaughter. It also includes hunting and fishing and the harvesting of wild products); 

-
Suggests fee exemption for microbusinesses on the basis of annual turnover/balance terms (not only on number of employees) i.e.   exemption if   a company’s annual turnover/balance does not exceed EUR 200 000 (am.42). 

-
The rapporteur excludes costs of training control staff from the calculation of fees (am.40) 

3.
EU Reference centres for the authenticity and integrity of the agri-food chain: 

-
Suggests the introduction of these Reference centres which would have the specific task of developing and validating methods to be used in the event of intentional infringements of the rules (fraud in the agri-food sector) (ams.47, 48, 55).

Other key amendments:

a) The clarification that a veterinarian should be always present and have the responsibility of official controls in slaughterhouses and border control posts and take decisions on consignments of animals (ams. 23, 35, 37).

b) The opportunity to the operator to rebut (not just comment) the information about the outcome of official controls, prior to the publication of the information to the public (am.10). 

c) Sample to be taken for analysis should be enough to support a second opinion on the same sample if requested by the operator (am.31, 32).   

c) Only the final outcome of official controls should be published (am.16) and the rating of operators should be constantly updated to include the latest official control outcomes available (am.17). 

  

Regarding the UECBV position, it misses:

- the amendment aiming at taking on board the quality assurance schemes when assessing the risks

- the definition of "principle of thrifty use"
- the principle of an ombudsman

- the amendments dealing with the fees [articles 78 (except for the training), 79, 80]
Regarding the list of costs (article 78), if a mandatory fee is confirmed, please find here-after what was agreed at the last meeting of the UECBV working group on veterinary issues on Thursday 21st November: 

1. Only for costs for official controls dealing with food safety

2. Positive list:

-        salaries (excluding social security, pensions and insurance costs) of the official veterinarians (and official auxiliaries when relevant) during their working time on the FBOs premises;
-        the cost of consumables, services and tools necessary to perform the controls on site;
-        the cost of sampling and laboratory analysis, testing and diagnosis done for the purpose of the food safety controls on site, excluding the costs made for sampling in surveillance programmes, as for residues, BSE/STE, …

 
Working time means the time needed to perform the tasks as described in the present Regulation and the other relevant EU Regulations. It does not include travel time, coffee and smoking breaks, lunch time, private conversations, … The normal working time is the time when the FBO is operating. Extra hours start only when the official controllers need to stay longer than the number of hours prescribed in the national working legislation. 
We would like to specify that words as “administrative costs”, “support staff”, “training”, which could cover many things, must be avoided.

The Next Steps are:

In the EP - COMENVI
-
Discussion in the ENVI Committee on 27 November 2013.

-
The deadline for amendments to the draft Report is 12 December 2013.

-
Vote by the EP ENVI Committee on 22 January 2014. 

As a reminder:

The rapporteur is Mr Pirillo (S&D, IT). 

            The shadow rapporteurs are: 

·  EPP: Horst Schnellhardt (DE), 

·  ALDE: Marit Paulsen (SE), 

·  Greens-EFA: Barst Staes (BE), 

·  ECR: Julie Girling (UK), 

·  GUE/NGL: Ferreira João (PT). 

In the EP COMAGRI (for opinion):

Rapporteur is Britta Reimers (ALDE, DE)
The vote is planned on 17th December 2013.
When the amendments will be known, we will provide you the recommendations of vote.

Nevertheless, from now on, do not hesitate to contact your MEPs to inform them of your position.
At Council level:

- Working group on 9th December

- Agri Council on 16-17th December: Progress report

- Greek presidency starting in January has foreseen 12 meetings.
The technical review of the proposal won’t be finalised under the Lithuanian Presidency. It means that there is very little chance that the Council would be ready for a first reading at the same time as the EP in the first months of 2014.
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