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<Article>Article 42 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 2 – point d</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(d) the guarantees that the competent authorities of the third country of origin has given with regard to compliance of the animals and goods with the requirements established by the rules referred to in Article 1(2) or with requirements recognised to be at least equivalent thereto.
	(d) the guarantees that the competent authorities of the third country of origin has given with regard to compliance of the animals and goods with the requirements established by the rules referred to in Article 1(2).

	
	(This change shall apply throughout the whole text, and would entail e.g. the deletion of Article 128, and deletion of references to "equivalent" requirements e.g. in Articles 71 (3), 119, 125, 126, and 127.)


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
There is the danger that products from third countries are declared "equivalent" without really complying with EU law in the views of many people. Introducing the term in this Regulation and empowering the Commission to recognise measures applied in third countries as "equivalent" could open the door to unmanageable possibilities for misuse (e.g as regards treatment of carcases, use of hormones in meat production etc).
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	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(b) include identity and physical checks depending on the risk to human, animal or plant health, animal welfare or, as regards GMOs and plant protection products, to the environment.
	(b) include identity and physical checks depending on

	
	- the risk to human, animal or plant health, animal welfare or, as regards GMOs and plant protection products, to the environment, and on

	
	- the likelihood of fraudulent practices which might deceive consumer expectations regarding nature, quality and composition of foods and goods.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
The horsemeat-scandal has shown that it is important not only to consider safety risks when carrying out controls, but also the potential of fraud e.g. when it comes to labelling of food.
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	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	2a. Member States shall ensure that no direct links or dependencies exist between the fees collected and the controls performed.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
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	Amendment

	1. Commission experts may perform controls in third countries in order to:
	1. Commission experts shall regularly, at frequencies not less than for Commission controls in Member States, perform controls in third countries in order to:


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
It must be ensured that the Commission also conducts controls in third countries, and that these controls are conducted regularly.
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	Article 128
	Article 128

	Equivalence
	Equivalence

	1. In the areas governed by the rules referred to in Article 1(2), with the exclusion of points (d), (e), (g) and (h) of Article 1(2), the Commission may, by means of implementing acts, recognise that measures applied in a third country, or regions thereof, are equivalent to the requirements laid down in those rules, on the basis of:
	1. In the areas governed by the rules referred to in Article 1(2), with the exclusion of points (d), (e), (g) and (h) of Article 1(2), the Commission may, by means of delegated acts in accordance with Article 139, recognise that measures applied in a third country, or regions thereof, are equivalent to the requirements laid down in those rules, on the basis of:

	(a) a thorough examination of information and data provided by the third country concerned pursuant to Article 124(1);
	(a) a thorough examination of information and data provided by the third country concerned pursuant to Article 124(1);

	(b) where appropriate, the satisfactory outcome of a control performed in accordance with Article 119(1);
	(b) where appropriate, the satisfactory outcome of a control performed in accordance with Article 119(1);

	Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination procedure referred to in Article 141(2).
	Those delegated acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination procedure referred to in Article 141(2).

	2. The implementing acts referred to in paragraph 1 shall set out the modalities governing the entry of animals and goods into the Union from the third country concerned, or regions thereof, and may include:
	2. The delegated acts referred to in paragraph 1 shall set out the modalities governing the entry of animals and goods into the Union from the third country concerned, or regions thereof, and may include:

	(a) the nature and content of the official certificates or attestations that must accompany the animals or goods;
	(a) the nature and content of the official certificates or attestations that must accompany the animals or goods;

	(b) specific requirements applicable to the entry into the Union of the animals or goods and the official controls to be performed at entry into the Union;
	(b) specific requirements applicable to the entry into the Union of the animals or goods and the official controls to be performed at entry into the Union;

	(c) where necessary, procedures for drawing up and amending lists of regions or establishments in the third country concerned from which the entry of animals and goods into the Union is permitted.
	(c) where necessary, procedures for drawing up and amending lists of regions or establishments in the third country concerned from which the entry of animals and goods into the Union is permitted.

	3. The Commission shall, by means of implementing acts, repeal without delay the implementing acts provided for in paragraph 1 where any of the conditions for the recognition of equivalence cease to be fulfilled.
	3. The Commission shall, by means of delegated acts, repeal without delay the delegated acts provided for in paragraph 1 where any of the conditions for the recognition of equivalence cease to be fulfilled.

	Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination procedure referred to in Article 141(2).
	Those delegated acts shall be adopted in accordance with the urgency procedure referred to in Article 140.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
Following the Commission's proposal, the COM would be empowered to recognise measures applied in third countries as "equivalent" without Parliament's scrutiny. This is not appropriate, bearing in mind highly politically sensitive issues such as treatment of carcases, use of hormones in meat production etc. Without EP's scrutiny, there might be the danger that products from 3rd countries are declared "equivalent" without really complying with EU requirements in the views of many citizens.
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	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(b) integrate fully and provide the necessary updates to existing computerised systems managed by the Commission and used for the rapid exchange of data, information and documents in relation to risks to human, animal health and welfare, and plant health, as established by Article 50 of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002, Article 20 of Regulation (EU) XXX/XXXX [Office of Publications, please insert number of the Regulation on animal health] and Article 97 of Regulation (EU) XXX/XXXX [Office of Publications, please insert number of the Regulation on protective measures against pests of plants];
	(b) integrate fully and provide the necessary updates to existing computerised systems managed by the Commission and used for the rapid exchange of data, information and documents in relation to risks to human, animal health and welfare, and plant health, as established by Article 50 of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002, Article 20 of Regulation (EU) XXX/XXXX [Office of Publications, please insert number of the Regulation on animal health], Article 97 of Regulation (EU) XXX/XXXX [Office of Publications, please insert number of the Regulation on protective measures against pests of plants] and in relation to food fraud in general;

	
	(If the amendment deleting Article 1(2)(g) is adopted, then the two references to plant health would obviously also be deleted.)


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
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	1. When acting in accordance with this Chapter, the competent authorities shall give priority to action to be taken to eliminate or contain risks to human, animal and plant health, animal welfare and, as regards GMOs and plant protection products, to the environment.
	1. When acting in accordance with this Chapter, the competent authorities shall give priority to action to be taken to eliminate or contain risks to human, animal and plant health, animal welfare and, as regards GMOs and plant protection products, to the environment. Given the increasing frequency of fraud in the food area, more emphasis shall be put on tackling practices which mislead consumers as to the nature or the quality of the food they purchase and consume.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
The horsemeat-scandal has shown that it is important not only to consider safety risks when carrying out controls, but also the potential of fraud e.g. when it comes to labelling of food.
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	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Where the Commission has evidence of a serious failure in a Member State's control systems and such failure may constitute a possible and widespread risk to human, animal or plant health, animal welfare or, as regards GMOs and plant protection products, to the environment, or result in a widespread infringement of the rules referred to in Article 1(2), it shall, by means of implementing acts, adopt one or more of the following measures, to be applied until the failure in the control system is eliminated:
	Where the Commission has evidence of a serious failure in a Member State's control systems and such failure may constitute a possible and widespread risk to human, animal or plant health, animal welfare or, as regards GMOs and plant protection products, to the environment, or disappoint consumer expectations regarding nature, quality and composition of foods and goods, or otherwise result in a widespread infringement of the rules referred to in Article 1(2), it shall, by means of implementing acts, adopt one or more of the following measures, to be applied until the failure in the control system is eliminated:


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
The horsemeat-scandal has shown that it is important not only to consider safety risks when carrying out controls, but also the potential of fraud e.g. when it comes to labelling of food.
</Amend>
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